Newsletter for Tennis Coaches - Fall 2019
South Jersey Interscholastic Championships:  The SJIC will be held at Vineland and Millville High Schools during the weekend of September 21-22.  The semifinal and final rounds will be played at Haddonfield’s courts on Saturday, September 28 (with a rain date of September 29).  A school may enter as many as three varsity singles players, two varsity doubles teams, and an unlimited number of JV doubles teams.  The entry fee is $30 per singles player and $30 per doubles team; in addition, each singles player or doubles team must bring one can of new balls (winners take new balls to the next round).  Checks should be made payable to SJTCA and sent to Jeff Holman, 700 Clinton Ave., Haddonfield, N.J. 08033.  Also provide the following information for each entrant: name, grade, position on team, and record.

Entries must be postmarked by Saturday, September 7.  On the first day of the SJIC, we will start at 9 AM and use two sites so we can complete three rounds of singles and two rounds of varsity doubles on that day.  On the second day of the SJIC, two rounds of singles and varsity doubles will be played.  The JV doubles may begin on the first or second day of the tournament, depending on the size of the draws.  Up to three rounds of JV doubles may be scheduled on the second day of the SJIC.   
The South Jersey Tennis Coaches Association will heavily weigh results of this tournament when selecting the All-South Jersey and all-group stars.  Tournament rules: 1) there will be no coaching on the first day (when two sites will be used); 2) players must be accompanied by a high school coach or certified school official; and 3) because of the large number of matches scheduled on the first day, match tiebreakers instead of full third sets will be used in the day’s matches.   
Starting times and weather-related changes in the tournament’s schedule will be posted online: go to www.haddonfieldathletics.org and click on “Fall” near the top of the screen, then click on “Tennis,” “Girls Varsity,” “More,” and “SJTCA.”        
All-Star Selection and Banquet:  The meeting for selecting the all-group and All-South Jersey squads will be held in Room A121 at Haddonfield High School at 4:15 PM on Friday, November 1.  All coaches in South Jersey are invited and encouraged to attend, particularly if any of your players deserve consideration.  A coach’s absence could seriously jeopardize a player’s all-star prospects; consequently, any coach unable to attend should email Jeff Holman (jholman@haddonfield.k12.nj.us) before the meeting and provide the record and major accomplishments of any nominated player.  In addition, we will be choosing Player of the Year and Coach of the Year recipients, balloting for which awards will be conducted at the all-star meeting.

The banquet to honor team captains and the all-stars has been scheduled on Sunday, November 17, at 5 PM at Auletto Caterers (856-227-3800) on Cooper Street in Almonesson.  For directions, see www.auletto.com.  The cost is $32 / person, checks payable to SJTCA.  All reservations and payment must be mailed to Jeff Holman (address above) and postmarked by Monday, November 11.  

At the banquet the SJTCA will be presenting $1000 scholarships to senior players; selection criteria = financial need, academic performance, character, and contributions to team and/or high school tennis.  For an application, go to www.haddonfieldathletics.org and click on “Fall” near the top of the screen, then click on “Tennis,” “Girls Varsity,” “More,” and “SJTCA.”  Completed applications must be submitted to Mike Seeley (mseeley@wdeptford.k12.nj.us), the scholarship committee chairperson, by October 31.  Coaches who wish to assist Mike in selecting scholarship recipients should report to Room A121 at Haddonfield High School at 3:30 PM on Friday, November 1.   
