On Friday, Feb. 10, the first class of the Madras High School Athletic Hall of Fame will be announced.

MHS has produced many state champion athletes, all-staters who went on perform well at college, and even into the professional level. The school has been blessed by many outstanding coaches, and forged championship teams that had remarkable stories.

But what it hasn’t had is a sports hall of fame — until now — and its inaugural class will be announced on Friday, Feb. 10. The class will be introduced at halftime of the Madras-Estacada boys basketball game. Following the game, there will be a dessert-and-coffee reception in the commons across the hall from the gymnasium. During the reception, the inductees will be introduced individually and be given the opportunity to speak.

The Buff Boosters are hosting the post game hall of fame celebration. Everyone interested in MHS sports and its history is encouraged to attend. 

Each hall of fame inductee will have a personalized plaque put up on the new hall of fame board in the lobby of the MHS gymnasium. 

The hall of fame was the brainchild of current school athletic director Evan Brown and former athletic director Margaret Sturza, hatched during a car trip they took together to a track meet last spring. They formed a committee that consists of six longtime local residents, five MHS graduates who participated in athletics during high school, and one former MHS coach. The committee has met monthly beginning in the summer, discussing potential inductees, determining bylaws and criteria for eligibility. Among the criteria, athletes have to have graduated and have been out of the school for 10 years to be eligible for induction. The committee determined that the hall will include players, coaches and teams. 

Via a vote this fall, the first class of hall of fame inductees was established, but the committee is endeavoring to keep the names secret until Feb. 10. 

The hall of fame committee includes former coach Dave Wiles and Madras residents Larry Fivecoat, Gary Harris, Don Boyle, Tony Ahern, and Warm Springs resident Satch Miller. Brown is a key administrator for the committee and the hall program, but is not a voting member. Sturza is a voting member.

The MHS hall of fame is not funded through the school district, but via independent fundraising. The primary costs involve creating the plaques for the inductees.

Anyone wishing to help fund the hall’s formation and cover expenses can make a tax-deductible donation. Checks can be sent to Madras High School with Athletic Hall of Fame on the check memo line. Send them to MHS, 390 SE 10th St., Madras, OR 97741. Put “Attn: Evan Brown” on the envelope.

In the meantime, plan on attending the Madras-Estacada basketball game on Friday, Feb. 10 to find out who makes up the hall's inaugural class, then stay for the postgame hall of fame reception.

