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Thinking About College Athletics? 

What is the NCAA Eligibility Center? Why is it Important? The Eligibility Center certifies the 

academic and amateur credentials of all students who want to play sports at an NCAA 

Division I or II institution as freshmen. In order to practice, play and receive an athletics 

scholarship, students need to meet certain academic benchmarks. An additional certification 

process exists to make sure the student is still an amateur, which is necessary in order for 

the student to compete. Students must register at www.eligibilitycenter.org. If student 

athletes wish to participate in NCAA Division I or II athletics, they need to be certified by 

the NCAA Eligibility Center. Students need to qualify academically and will also need to be 

cleared as an amateur student-athlete. Students are responsible for achieving and 

protecting their eligibility status! Check with your high school counselor to make sure you 

are on track to graduate on time with your class and have the required amount of core 

courses. Ask your high school counselor to submit your final transcript with proof of 

graduation. http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Quick_Reference_Sheet.pdf  
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