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#1 STATE FINAL RANK – CLASS AAA    
by CAL-HI Sports 

 

STATE TEAM of the YEAR – DIVISION 2   
 by CAL-HI Sports 

 

#1 VALLEY RANK  
by Fresno Bee 

 

YOSEMITE DIVISION – VALLEY CHAMPIONS 
WEST YOSEMITE LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 

 

Sanger High School Athletic Hall of Fame – 2022 Inductees 
 

12-1-0  (5-0-0) 
 

Clovis                    7-14         Hanford                  19-6               Valley Playoffs   

Bullard              28-13          Redwood              30-14     Arvin                  32-6     

Hoover                13-0  Mt Whitney             28-6                           McLane                7-6    

Selma                   46-0  Lemoore                 28-8                          Foothill               21-0     

Tulare Union       46-12           Reedley                  28-7  
 

 
 

 

Mike Alvarado, Bert Burk, Steve Combs, Jeff Claiborne, Randy Deaver, Bill Dela Torre, Edwin Esparza, Mike Floyd,  

Omar Gallardo, Eli Garcia, Peter Grant, Eppie Gonzales, Ruben Gonzales, Richard Gutierrez, Greg Hart, Tony Herron, 

Roger Hemman, James Jurique, Steve Karmann, Craig Lawley, Kevin Lowery, Tim Lindeman, Mark Lopez, Louis Mata, 

Bob Markland, Johnny Martinez, Ray Martinez, Tom Merlo, Nick Mercado, Johnny Morales, Oscar Morales, Kerry Mobley, 

Gilbert Montelongo, Tim Ogawa, Ray Ovalle, Billy Jack Pierce, Rob Powell, Bubba Ramos, Roland Rico, Bobby Rodriquez, 

Ray Rodriquez, David Salinas, Jeff Shahbazian, Greg Simonian, Kevin Sonksen, Bill Strope, Mark Tawks, Ted Torosian, 

Manuel Torres, Dennis Vermillion, Brian Watson, Chuck Wills, Randy Welch 

Coaches: GARY SCOTT, Fred Ratzlaff, Jim Duckhorn, Bob McKitrick, Dennis Keran 
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Prologue 
 

1975  –  10-2-0  (5-0-0) 
                    WEST YOSEMITE LEAGUE CHAMPIONS   

 

 
 

                                                                1974  –  10-0-0  (5-0-0)                                                                                          1974  –  5-4-1  (1-3-1) 
                                                                                WEST YOSEMITE JV LEAGUE CHAMPIONS                                                               WEST YOSEMITE Varsity 4th in League 
 
 

 
 

1973  –  7-3-0  (4-1-0) 
WEST YOSEMITE JV 2nd in League 
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1973  –  8-0-1  (5-0-0) 
WEST YOSEMITE  Frosh-Soph LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 

 

 

 
 

 

1973  –  6-3-0  (5-3-0) 
WEST YOSEMITE Frosh  3rd in League 

 

    

 
 

 

1972  –  10-0-0  (5-0-0) 
CENTRAL VALLEY POP WARNER LARGE CITY LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 
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Pre/Non-League Season 
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West Yosemite League Season 

 

 
 

          
          Billy Jack Pierce                                             Bert Burk                                   Bob Markland                                  Tony Herron 

               vs Bullard                                                    vs Selma                                       vs Selma                                        vs Selma 
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                                 Johnny Morales                            Omar Gallardo                               Omar Gallardo                          Craig Lawley  
                                        vs Tulare                                  vs Hanford                                                                vs Hanford                                
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                                     Randy Welch                                                     Greg Hart                                                Coach Scott    Bob Markland    
                                       vs Reedley                                                      vs Reedley                                                            vs Reedley 
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              Bert Burk                                                                                    Ted Torosian                                                                  Craig Lawley 
                                                                                                                     vs Bullard 
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                                                            Bill Strope           Steve Karmann         Ted Torosian         Bert Burk   Craig Lawley 

vs Arvin 
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Valley Playoffs – Yosemite Division 
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Kevin Sonksen                      Greg Simonian                                 Kevin Lowery                         Craig Lawley                   Bert Burk 
           Marc Lopez                                                                 Omar Gallardo                                                                                        Mike Alvarado  
                                                                                                                         Ted Torosian                                                                                               
                                                                                                                            vs Arvin 
 

     
                                                                                                                  Billy Jack Pierce 
                                                                                                                      vs McLane   
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                                                                       Ray Ovalle                                         James Jaurique      Steve Ramos     
                                                                                                                         vs Foothill 

 

 
                                                                                                         Louis Mata  Steve Karmann    Greg Hart   Jeff Shahbazian  Randy Welch 
                                                                                                                          vs Foothill 



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 37 

 

 



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 38 

 
 

 
 

                         
                                                                         Craig Lawley                                                                        Bert Burk  
                                                                            vs Foothill                                                                        vs Foothill                                          
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                   Bob Markland                        Billy Jack Pierce                          Mike Alvarado                           Ray Ovalle                    Oscar Morales 
                       vs Foothill                                                                                                          vs Foothill 
 

 

                
 

                                                                Bob Markland                                                                 Billy Jack Pierce 
                                                                   vs Foothill                                                                        vs Foothill 
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#1 State Ranking – Class AAA 
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State Team of the Year – Division 2   
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The Team 
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Celebration after Valley Championship Game vs Foothill 
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Epilogue 
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       * 2022 Sanger High Athletic Hall of Fame Ceremony * 
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20 Year Reunion - 1996 

 

 
 

Back: Ted Torosian, Louis Mata, Bob Markland, Craig Lawley, Oscar Morales, Sal Sanchez,  
Randy Welch, Billy Jack Pierce, Brett Bell, Bill Strope, Ray Martinez, Peter Grant. 

Front: Greg Simonian, Kevin Lowery, Greg Hart, Omar Gallardo, Jeff Claiborne, Jeff Shahbazian, Johnny Morales 

 
 

25 Year Reunion - 2001 
 

 
 

Back: Louis Mata, Ray Martinez, Fred Ratzlaff, Ted Torisian, Oscar Morales, Randy Welch, Craig Lawley, Greg Hart 
Front: Steve Karmann, Ray Ovalle, Bob Markland, Nick Mercado, Gilbert Montelongo 
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30 Year Reunion - 2006 

 

 
 

Left to Right: Ted Torosian, Jeff Shahbazian, Ray Ovalle, Steve Ramos, Nick Mercado, Gilbert Montelongo,  
Randy Welch, Billy Jack Pierce, Greg Hart, Richard Gutierrez, Craig Lawley, Louis Mata, Bob Markland 

 

38 Year Reunion - 2014 
 

 
 

Left to Right: Robert Rodriquez, Greg Simonian, Bobby Ramos, Louis Mata, Bert Burk, Oscar Morales, Randy Welch, Randy Deaver,  
Coach Fred Ratzlaff, Mark Tawlks, Dennis Vermillion, Johnny Morales, Peter Grant, Head Coach Gary Scott,  Eppie Gonzales,  

Ray Martinez, Johnny Martinez, Bob Markland, Steve Combs, Omar Gallardo, Tom Merlo, Jeff Shahbazian, Billy Jack Pierce, Ted Torosian  
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40 Year Reunion - 2016 
 

 
 

Left to Right: Bobby Ramos, Oscar Morales, Sam Bernal, Greg Simonian, Craig Lawley, Randy Welch, Richard Gutierrez, Louis Mata,  
Omar Gallardo, David Ramos ‘75, Dennis Vermillion, Head Coach Gary Scott, Steve Karmann, Steve Ramos, Bob Markland, Gilbert Montelongo, 

Bret Bell ’75, Tom Merlo, Nick Mercado, Ted Torosian, Ray Martinez Sr. ’56, Peter Grant, Jeff Shahbazian, Ray Martinez Jr., Billy Jack Pierce 
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Left to Right: Jeff Shahbazian, Ray Martinez, Jerry Luna, Johnny Morales, Coach Gary Scott,  
Coach Fred Ratzlaff, Randy Welch, Ted Torosian, Bob Markland, Coach Jim Duckhorn, Bert Burk 

 

 

 
 

Left to Right: Ted Torosian, Randy Welch, Jeff Shahbazian, Omar Gallardo, Louis Mata, Coach Gary Scott, 
Johnny Morales, Bert Burk, Ray Martinez, Coach Fred Ratzlaff, Jerry Luna, Coach Jim Duckhorn, Bob Markland 
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46 Year Reunion / Sanger High Athletic Hall of Fame Induction - 2022 
 

   

Seated Left to Right: Nick Mercado, Steve Karmann, Mike Alvarado, Omar Gallardo, Randy Welch, Bert Burk, Ted Torosian, Ray Ovalle 
Standing Left to Right: Jeff Shahbazian, Ray Martinez, Randy Deaver, Roland Rico, Loius Mata, Oscar Morales, Bill Dela Torre, Richard Gutierrez, 
Mark Talwks, Gilbert Montelongo, Coach Fred Ratzlaff, Coach Gary Scott, Johnny Morales, David Salinas, Coach Roy Tanimoto, Tom Merlo, Billy 

Jack Pierce, Dennis Vermillion, Bob Markland, Kerry Mobley 
 

 

 
 

Front Row Left to Right: Frank Gonzales (Lipan Apache Co-Chief, President of Indigenous Warrior Flag Group Central California),  
Shane Hart (for his Father, Greg), Nick Mercado, Billy Jack Pierce, Jeff Shahbazian, Bert Burk, Richard Gutierrez, Ray Ovalle, Roland Rico,  

Tom Merlo, Omar Gallardo, Kerry Mobley. Back Row Left to Right: Greg Simonian, Gilbert Montelongo, Mark Tawks, Oscar Morales,  
Mike Alvarado, Louis Mata, Craig Lawley, Ray Martinez, Randy Welch, Dennis Vermillion, Johnny Morales, Bob Markland, Ted Torosian,  

Coach Gary Scott, Bill Dela Torre, Steve Karmann, Coach Fred Ratzlaff 
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Available Statistics – 1975-1976 

 

Total Points Scored 

 
1976 Season: Team, 333 (1st Qtr - 96, 2nd Qtr - 110, 3rd Qtr - 100, 4th Qtr - 27) 

              1975-76 Career & 1976 Season: Bert Burk 66; Craig Lawley 66 

              1976 Game: Bert Burk, 18 vs Arvin; Craig Lawley, 18 vs Mt. Whitney 

 

 

Scoring - Touchdowns 
 

1975-76 Career - Total: Bert Burk, 11; Craig Lawley 11; Ted Torosian, 10 

1975-76 Career - Rushing: Bert Burk, 11; Craig Lawley, 11; Ted Torosian, 9 

1975-76 Career - Passing: Craig Lawley, 10 

1975-76 Career - Receiving: Mike Alvarado, 4; Billy Jack Pierce, 2; 

                                              Johnny Morales, 2 

1975-76 Career - Punt Return: Billy Jack Pierce, 2 

1975-76 Career - Kick-off Return: Billy Jack Pierce, 1 

1975-76 Career - Interception Return: Billy Jack Pierce, 1; Bob Markland, 1 

1975-76 Career - Fumble Return: Greg Hart, 1 

 

1976 Season - Total: Team, 48 Touchdowns (32 rushing, 10 passing,  

                                              3 interceptions, 2 punt returns, 1 kick-off return 

1976 Season - Total: Bert Burk, 11; Craig Lawley 11; Ted Torosian, 10 

1976 Season - Rushing: Bert Burk, 11; Craig Lawley, 11; Ted Torosian, 9 

1976 Season - Passing: Craig Lawley, 10 

1976 Season - Receiving: Mike Alvarado, 3; Billy Jack Pierce, 2;  

                                           Johnny Morales, 2 

1976 Season - Punt Return: Billy Jack Pierce, 2 

1976 Season - Kick-off Return: Billy Jack Pierce, 1 

1976 Season - Interception Return: Billy Jack Pierce, 1; Tony Herron, 1 

1976 Season - Field Goals: Kerry Mobley, 2 of 3 

1976 Season - Extra Points: Kerry Mobley, 37 

 

1976 Game: Team, 7 Touchdowns vs Tulare Union 

                                7 Touchdowns vs Selma 

1976 Game - Rushing: Bert Burk, 3 vs Arvin  

                                     Craig Lawley, 3 vs Mt. Whitney 

1976 Game - Passing: Craig Lawley, 3 vs Tulare Union 

                                     Craig Lawley, 3 vs Redwood 

                                     Craig Lawley, 3 vs Foothill 

1976 Game - Receiving: Mike Alvarado, 1 (4 times); 9 others, 1 

1976 Game – Field Goals: Kerry Mobley, 2 of 2 vs Hanford 

1976 Game – Extra Points: Kerry Mobley, 4 (8 times) last vs Reedley 

 

 

 

 

Touchdowns Allowed 
1976 Season: 14 Touchdowns (8 rushing, 6 passing) 

 

Combined Net Yards Gained 
1975-76 Career: Ted Torosian 1834; Bert Burk 1338 

1976 Season: Team 3538 

1976 Season: Bert Burk 1291; Ted Torosian 1085 

1976 Game: Billy Jack Pierce, 225 vs Tulare Union; Bert Burk, 172 vs Selma 

 

Combined Net Attempts 
1975-76 Career: Ted Torosian 348; Bert Burk 170 

1976 Season: Ted Torosian 206; Bert Burk 166 

 

Total Yards Gained - Team 
1976 Season: 3538 (2774 rushing, 764 passing) 

1976 Game:  Most, 344 vs Tulare Union; Fewest, 84 vs McLane 

 

Total Yards Allowed - Team 
1976 Season: 2027 (677 rushing, 1350 passing) 

1976 Game - Total:  Most, 275 vs Mt. Whitney; Fewest, 9 vs Selma 

1976 Game - Rushing:  Most, 89 vs Foothill 

                                      Fewest, -42  vs Selma; 2 vs Lemoore 

1976 Game - Passing:  Most, 208 vs Redwood; Fewest, 22 vs Foothill 

 

First Downs Gained - Team 
1976 Season: 151 (114 rushing, 24 passing, penalty 13) 

1976 Game:  Most, 17 vs Tulare Union; Fewest, 4 vs McLane 

 

First Downs Allowed - Team 
1976 Season: 123 (46 rushing, 59 passing, penalty 18) 

1976 Game:  Most, 17 vs Tulare Union; Fewest, 3 vs Selma 

 

Average Yards Gained - Team 
1976 Season: 5.273 per play (4.927 rushing, 7.720 passing) 

1976 Game:  Most, 7.167 vs Tulare Union; Fewest, 1.953 vs McLane 

 

Average Yards Allowed - Team 
1976 Season: 3.090 per play (1.701 rushing, 5.230 passing) 

1976 Game:  Most, n/r; Fewest, 0.243 vs Selma 

 

Rushing Net Attempts 
1976 Season: Team 563 

1976 Season: Ted Torosian 193; Bert Burk 161 

1976 Game: Ted Torosian, 22 vs Hoover 

 

Rushing Yards Gained 
1975-76 Career: Ted Torosian 1629; Bert Burk 1281 

1976 Season: Bert Burk 1273; Ted Torosian 968 

1976 Game: Team, 313 vs Selma; Team, 310 vs Arvin 

1976 Game: Bert Burk, 172 vs Selma; Bert Burk, 157 vs Hanford; 

                     Bert Burk, 155 vs Arvin 
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Avg Yards Gain/Attempt - Rushing 
1975-76 Career: Bert Burk 7.86 (1281/163); Ted Torosian 5.09 (1629/320) 

1976 Season: Bert Burk 7.91 (1273/161); Ted Torosian 5.20 (661/127) 

1976 Game: Bert Burk, 17.20 vs Selma (172/10);  

                     Bert Burk, 11.55 vs Tulare Union (104/9) 

Games -100+ Yards Rushing 

1975-76 Career: Bert Burk 7; Ted Torosian 6 

1976 Season: Bert Burk 7 (4 consecutive & 2 consecutive) 

                       Ted Torosian 5 (4 consecutive) 

1976 Game: Bert Burk, 172 vs Selma; Bert Burk, 157 vs Hanford 

                     Bert Burk, 155 vs Arvin 

 

Longest Run from Scrimmage 
1976 Season & 1976 Game: Bert Burk, 77 yards vs Foothill 

                                              Bert Burk, 70 yards vs Bullard 

                                              Bert Burk, 66 yards vs Selma 

 

Completion Rate - Passing 
1975-76 Career: Craig Lawley 40.49% (49/121) 

1976 Season: Craig Lawley 41.67% (45/108) 

1976 Game: Craig Lawley, 75.00% vs Bullard (3/4) 

                     Craig Lawley, 70.00% vs Tulare Union (7/10) 

                     Craig Lawley, 66.67% vs Foothill (8/12) 

 

Passing Yards Gained 
1975-76 Career: Craig Lawley 935 

1976 Season: Craig Lawley 842 (100+ yards/game, 3 times) 

1976 Game: Craig Lawley, 148 vs Tulare Union (& most completions, 8) 

 

Receptions 
1975-76 Career: Mike Alvarado 12; Billy Jack Pierce 11 

1976 Season: Billy Jack Pierce 11 

1976 Game: Mike Alvarado, 3 vs Foothill; Billy Jack Pierce, 3 vs Foothill 

 

Reception Yards Gained 
1975-76 Career & 1976 Season: Billy Jack Pierce 216 

1976 Game: Billy Jack Pierce, 93 vs Lemoore 

 

Longest Pass from Scrimmage 
1976 Season & 1976 Game: Craig Lawley to Johnny Morales,  

                                               57 yards vs Tulare Union 

 

Turnovers Forced 
1975-76 Career - Interceptions: Billy Jack Pierce 11; Bob Markland 9 

1975-76 Career - Fumbles Recovered: Steve Karmann 8; Greg Hart 5 

 

1976 Season - Interceptions: Tony Herron 5; Billy Jack Pierce 4;  

                                               Gilbert Montelongo 4; Bob Markland 3 

                                               Bill Strope 2; Randy Welch 2 

1976 Season - Fumbles Recovered: Steve Karmann 4; Greg Hart 3 

1976 Season: Team, 9 passes intercepted; 27 defensive interceptions 

1976 Season: Team,15 fumbles lost; 18 defensive recoveries 

1976 Game - Interceptions: Gilbert Montelongo 2 (two times); 8 others, 2 

1976 Game - Fumbles Recovered: Steve Karmann 2 (2 times) 

1975 Season - Interceptions: Billy Jack Pierce 7; Bob Markland 6 

1975 Season - Fumbles Recovered: Steve Karmann 4 

1975 Game - Fumbles Recovered: Steve Karmann 2 

 

Total Tackles 
1975-76 Career: Steve Karmann 160; Bill Strope 142 

1976 Season: Steve Karmann 92 

 

Unassisted Tackles 
1975-76 Career: Steve Karmann 108; Bill Strope 92 

 

Assisted Tackles 
1975-76 Career: Steve Karmann 52; Bill Strope 50; Bob Markland 49 

1976 Game: Bill Strope, 7 vs Clovis 

 

Quarterback Sacks 
1975-76 Career: Steve Karmann 7½; Greg Hart 6½  

1975-76 Career - Yards Lost: Steve Karmann 65½; Greg Hart 60  

1976 Season: Greg Hart 6½  

1976 Season - Yards Lost: Greg Hart 60 

1976 Game: Greg Hart, 2 vs Bullard  

1976 Game - Yards Lost: Louis Mata, 18 vs Bullard  

                                          Greg Hart, 15 vs Bullard  

 

1975 Season: Steve Karmann 5½ 

1975 Season - Yards Lost: Steve Karmann 54½ 

1975 Game: Steve Karmann, 2 vs Hoover  

                     Randy Welch, 2 vs Tulare Union 

1975 Game - Yards Lost: Steve Karmann, 25 vs Hoover 

 

Defensive Fumble Recovery for Touchdown 
1975 Season & Game: Greg Hart, 1 vs Tulare Union (35 yards) 

 

Interception Return for Touchdown 
1976 Season & Game: Billy Jack Pierce, 1 vs McLane (40 yards)           

                                      Tony Herron, 1 vs Selma (40 yards) 

1975 Season & Game: Bob Markland, 1 vs Bullard (100 yards) 

 

Punt Return for Touchdown 
1976 Season & Game: Billy Jack Pierce, 2 

                                       (1 vs Tulare Union & 1 vs Reedley)  

 

Kick-off Return for Touchdown 
1976 Season & Game: Billy Jack Pierce, 1 vs Tulare Union (72 yards) 

 

Longest Punt 
1976 Season & Game: Gilbert Montelongo, 64 yards vs McLane; 

                                      Gilbert Montelongo, 56 yards vs Hanford 

 

Combined Kick-off & Punt Returns 
1975-76 Career & 1976 Season: Billy Jack Pierce, 36 for 663 yards  

                                                      (11 for 303 kick-off, 25 for 360 punt) 

1976 Game: Billy Jack Pierce, 5 for 197 yards vs Tulare Union  

                       (2 for 95 kick-off & 1 TD, 3 for 102 punt & 1TD)  

                     Billy Jack Pierce, 5 for 109 yards vs Bullard  

                       (3 for 68 kick-off, 2 for 41 punt) 

 

 

 

 

 



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 70 

 

 



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 71 

 

     SHS Hall of Fame - 2019 Inductee        

 

  
 

 
 



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 72 

 
 

 

 

 

    SHS Hall of Fame - 2020 Inductee        

 

 
 

*No photos, Tony did not attend ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 73 

 

    SHS Hall of Fame - 2021 Inductee       

 

 
 

          



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 74 

 

    SHS Hall of Fame - 2022 Inductees       
 

 



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 75 

 
 

 
 



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 76 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 77 

 

 



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 78 

 

 



                     1976 Sanger Apache Football             
                     Yosemite Division Valley Champions * 3A State Champions * D2 State Team of the Year 
                                                                           Undefeated West Yosemite Champions 1975 & 1976 79 

 

 


