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‘Know your eligiblity rules for Pennsylvania
Interscholastic Athletic Association, Inc. (PIAA)
sponsored athletic competition

Attention Student Athletes

(Revised July 1, 2002)



CONSENT OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN

You are eligible only if there is on file with the principal of your school,
before you begin Practice, an official P.I.A.A. certificate signed by your parent
or guardian consenting to your participation in the particular sport involved.

PREPARTICIPATION PHYSICAL
EVALUATION

You are eligible only if you have participated in a preparticipation physical
evaluation performed by a licensed physician of medicine or osteopathic
medicine, a physician assistant certified, a certified registered nurse practi-
tioner, or a school nurse practitioner before your first sports season’s first
practice day of that school year. Before each subsequent sports season’s first
practice day of that same school year, you must be reevaluated or certified
that your condition is satisfactory before you commence to practice for the
sport.

Wrestlers must also obtain from the physician, physician assistant certi-
fied, registered nurse practitioner, or school nurse practitioner, prior to the first
practice day, a certification of the minimum weight classification at which they
may wrestle for the entire season.

In all cases, the medical examiner must have signed the P.I.A.A. Medical
Examiner’s Certificate.

TRANSFERS

You are treated as having transferred whenever you change schools,
even if you are out of school for a period of time before entering the new
school.

Except as provided below, if you transfer from one school district to
another you are eligible immediately at the new school:

1. When you live with your natural or adoptive parents in the new school

district.

2. When you live with a court-appointed legal guardian in the new school

district, upon approval by the P.I.A.A. District Committee.

if you transfer between schools, you will be eligible immediately as to fall
sports, provided the transfer is made between the completion of the previous
school year at your school and the first practice day for fall sports at your next
school, and, as to winter and spring sports, the transfer is made between
completion of the' previous school year at your school and the beginning of the
next school year at your next school.

If you transfer from one school to another in whole or in part for any ath-
letic purpose you will lose your athletic eligibility in each sport in which you
participate within a period of 1 year immediately preceeding the date on which
you transferred. This requirement applies even if you would otherwise be eli-
gible at the school to which you transferred.

Most students who are not eligible immediately will be ineligible for one
year from the date of transfer in each sport in which they participated within
one year preceding the date of transfer.

PERIOD OF TIME AFTER EIGHTH GRADE,
PARTICIPATION, AND GRADE REPETITION

1. You will lose your eligibility when you have reached the end of your
fourth consecutive year beyond the eighth grade. If you repeat a grade
after eighth, you will be ineligible as a senior.



KNOW YOUR ELIGIBILITY RULES

A student who participates in interscholastic athletics at a school which is
a member of the Pennsyivania Interscholastic Athletic Association, Inc.
(“P.LA.A.") must adhere to the P.I.A.A. eligibility rules for student athletes. If
you fail to comply with the P.l.A.A. rules, you will lose your eligibility to repre-
sent your school in interscholastic athletics. If you participate while ineligible,
your school or team will be penalized. 1t is, therefore, important for you to be
aware of the requirements to which you are subject.

The information contained here highlights and summarizes the major
eligibility requirements you must meet in order to participate in interscholastic
athletics. It does not list every rule or every detail. Uniess otherwise indicat-
ed, each requirement applies to grades 7 through 12, inclusive.

The principal of your school is responsible for certifying the eligibility of alt
students representing your school in interscholastic athletics. If you have any
questions concerning your athletic eligibility, either present or future, you
should see your school principal, who has available a complete copy of all the
P.1.A.A. eligibility rules. Your principal may also obtain from the appropriate
P.I.LA.A. District Committee a formal ruling as to your athletic eligibility.

AGE

You may not have reached your 19th birthday by June 30 immediately
preceding the school year (15th birthday where interscholastic competition
limited to grades 7 and 8; 16th birthday where limited to grades 7 through 9).

AMATEUR STATUS AND AWARDS

To be eligible to participate in a sport, you must be an amateur in the
sport. You will lose your amateur status in a sport for at least a year if:

1. You, or your school, or an organization which you represent, or your
parent or guardian, receives money or property for or related to your
athletic ability, performance, participation, or services.

2. You accept compensation for teaching, training or coaching in a sport.
You may receive normal and customary compensation for acting as an
instructor in or officiating recreational activities, or for serving as a life-
guard at swimming areas.

You may receive awards only from your school, the sponsor of an athlet-
ic event, the news media, or a non-profit service organization approved by
your school principal. Permissible awards are a sweater, jacket, blazer, blan-
ket, shirt, shorts, jersey, cap, watch, ring, scroll, photograph, medal, plaque,
or similar trophy, which must bear appropriate organizational insignia or com-
parable identification.

ATTENDANCE

1. You must be regularly enrolled in your school and in full-time atten-
dance there.

2. You are eligible only at the school at which you are enrolled.

3. If you are absent from school during a semester for a total of 20 or
more school days, you will lose your eligibility until you have been in
attendance for a total of 60 school days following your 20th day of
absence.



2. You may participate a maximum of six seasons in each sport during
grades seven through twelve, a maximum of four seasons in each
sport during grades nine through twelve, and a maximum of three sea-
sons in each sport during grades seven through nine.

3. You may patrticipate only one season in each sport during each school

" OUTSIDE PARTICIPATION

You will lose your eligibility in a sport for the remainder of the season if,
while a member of your high school team, you participate in a Contest as an
individual or a member of another team in the same sport during the same
season, unless your school principal waives this rule by sending an appropri-
ate form to the P.I.A.A. Office before you begin the outside participation.

If you participate as an individual or a member of a team in a non- school
athletic program, while enrolled at a school which has a team in that sport, you
will be eligibie for the playoffs in that sport only if you are in uniform and avail-
able to participate as a member of your school team for at least 75 percent of
its regular season contests.

ACADEMIC AND CURRICULAR
REQUIREMENTS

1. You must pursue a curriculum defined and approved by your principal
as a full-time curriculum.

2. You must be passing at least four full-credit subjects or the equivalent
as of each Friday during a grading period. |f you fail to meet this
requirement, you will lose your eligibility from the following Sunday
through the Saturday immediately following the next Friday as of
which you meet this requirement.

3. You must have passed at least four full-credit subjects or the equiva-
lent during the previous grading period, except that eligibility for the
first grading period is based on your final grades for the preceding
school year. If you fail to meet this requirement, you will lose your eli-
gibility for at least 10 or 15 school days of the next grading period,
beginning on the first day report cards are issued. If your school has
four grading periods, you will be ineligible for at least 15 school days;
if your school has six grading periods, you will be ineligible for at least
10 school days.

ALL-STAR CONTESTS AND NATIONAL HIGH
SCHOOLANTERSCHOLASTIC CHAMPIONSHIPS

You will lose your eligibility in a sport for one year if you participate in an
all-star contest in that sport or if you participate in a contest to qualify for
and/or determine a single national high school/interscholastic individual
champion or championship team in that sport.

OUT-OF-SEASON PARTICIPATION

Almost all P.1.A.A. sports have a defined season. If your team conducts
practice and/or plays a contest outside that P.LA.A. defined season, your
school will be penalized.



Pennsylvania Interscholastic Association Guidelines (PIAA) are in effect at all times. In
addition:

Notable Antietam Guidelines in effect at all times:

1) Lateness: Anyone arriving to school after 11 A M. may not participate in the athletic
program (game or practice) that day unless excused by the Athletic Director or the
Principal for certain allowable excuses.

3) Suspensions: Anyone receiving in-school or out-of-school suspension may not
participate in the sports program that day (game or practice). Second suspension of
the season — suspension from the team for 1 week. Third suspension of the season
— you will be removed from the team.

3) Grades: Grades will be checked every Friday throughout the season. Anyone failing
2 or more credits will be ineligible for 1 week. (Sunday through Saturday) This
will continue until eligibility status is obtained. Anyone failing 2 or more credits on
their report card will be ineligible for 10 school days. ** Exception — your final
grade for a course for the semester will be used to determine your eligibility status
for the beginning of the new semester. If you fail 2 or more credits for the semester
as your final grade, you will be ineligible for 10 school days at the beginning of the
new semester.



